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EDITORIAL
Once again we express our gratitude to
retiring officers for a splendid job per
formed at much personal sacrifice, and our
sincerest wishes for a successful adminis
tration to the new officers who take over.
Pages 6 and 7 are devoted to the two new
presidents. The other officers and directors
are introduced below:

very creditable record as chairman of the
membership committee. She is a member
of the American Institute of Accountants
and of the American Accounting Associa
tion. She holds a Certificate of Business
Administration from the Extension Divi
sion of the College of William and Mary
and has also studied business administra
tion at the University of Virginia and the
University of Richmond. A CPA since
1935, she has had experience in private
industry, as field auditor for the Social
Security Board, cost auditor for the War
Department and internal revenue agent
for the Treasury Department. She now
conducts an accounting practice of her own.
The directors are: Heloise Brown of
Houston (ex-officio), Jean D. Colavecchio of
Providence, Marguerite Gibb of Seattle,
Tennie C. Leonard of Memphis, and Helen
F. McGillicuddy of Chicago. Committee
chairmen are noted on the back cover.

AWSCPA
Marion A. Frye, of Cleveland, a vicepresident, is presented to you in detail on
page 7 as president of ASWA.
Edith Moore, also a vice-president, served
as secretary during the two prior years
and is this year undertaking the onerous
task of chairmanship of the award commit
tee. Miss Moore has been employed in pub
lic accounting practice since 1943 in the
office of J. H. Hardy, CPA, and is a member
of the American Institute of Accountants
and of the Chattanooga chapter of the
Tennessee Society of CPA’s. She attended
Athens College for Women and the Uni
versity of Chattanooga Evening College and
is in addition an effective testimonial to the
merits of our two advertisers, having taken
both the International Accountants Society
and the LaSalle Extension University
courses.
Our new treasurer, Margaret E. Lauer of
New Orleans, has served the society pre
viously as vice-president, director and mem
bership chairman and has been a member
of AWSCPA since its inception. She is a
member of the American Institute of Ac
countants and the Society of Louisiana
CPA’s and has served on various commit
tees of the latter. She completed her ac
counting studies at Loyola University in
1932, became a CPA in the same year and
has conducted a public accounting prac
tice in her own name since 1937. We wel
come her back to the board.
Mary V. Stith of Richmond, Virginia,
takes over the post of secretary and be
comes chairman of the yearbook commit
tee. A director last year, she also made a

ASWA
Alice H. Aubert, vice-president, now pub
lic relations chairman for both societies,
previously served ASWA as second then as
first vice-president 1939-43, and the New
York chapter as president 1946-7, and as
corresponding secretary 1939-41.
She
worked enthusiastically as chairman of
ASWA’s legislative committee last year.
On the staff of Hurdman & Cranstoun,
CPA’s, since 1944, she did war contract ac
counting for Shreve, Lamb & Harmon-Fay,
Spofford & Thorndike 1941-4, and was as
sistant to the treasurer of The Authors’
League of America, Inc., 1939-41. She
holds an AB degree from Hunter College,
an MS in Accounting from Columbia Uni
versity and a newly acquired CPA certifi
cate. She is a member of AWSCPA and of
the New York State Society of CPA’s.
Jean Neil of Terre Haute, vice-president
and publicity chairman, was treasurer of
ASWA last year, and has also served capab
ly as director and membership chairman,
as well as having been second vice-president
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pably and decoratively. If you weren’t
there, you can’t even guess what you missed.
Thursday afternoon and Friday morning
were given over to committee and board
meetings. The Friday afternoon sessions
were business meetings which featured re
ports on major activities such as public re
lations, legislation, education, The Woman
C.P.A., membership, etc. The very notable
accomplishments of the year were reported
by the presidents of the two societies in
our August issue and will not be repeated.
The interest in ASWA evidenced by women
accountants in Puerto Rico, South America,
Hawaii and New Zealand was among the
matters discussed. Plans were formulated
for enlarged use of the New York offices.
Dinner and theatre parties were sched
uled for Friday evening, and sightseeing
trips for Saturday morning.
At the Saturday luncheon in the Sarah
Siddons Walk, Dr. Bess Sondel, lecturer in
speech at the University of Chicago, spoke
on Speech and Human Relations.
A panel on Internal Control under the
sponsorship of Marion Frye followed the
luncheon. Alice Aubert, Marguerite Gibb,
Rose Elizabeth Kranz, and Mabel Jane
Hamilton presented four well-prepared and
provocative papers which were the basis of
considerable discussion.
A reception preceded the banquet, after
which we were honored to have Mr. George
D. Bailey, the retiring president of the
American Institute of Accountants, address
us on “Some Thoughts about the Future of
Public Accounting.” We were happy to
welcome Mr. Bailey and to hear him say,
“You ladies represent one important and
growing element of the accounting pro
fession.”
The AWSCPA award went for the third
successive year to Grand Rapids chapter,
which now retains permanently the silver
(Continued on page 12)

of the Terre Haute chapter. She is a gradu
ate of Brown’s Business College, has stud
ied at Indiana University Extension Divi
sion, and taken the International Account
ants Society course. She is now employed
as an accountant by the Cole Auto Com
pany, after spending nine years on the staff
of Ira T. McGlone, CPA (six as a senior),
and a year and a half with the Dix Lumber
Company.
Gertrude M. Hunkin becomes ASWA’s
new secretary, after having served the
Cleveland chapter, of which she is a charter
and valued member, in numerous capacities.
She is a graduate of Dyke College of Com
merce and studied accounting at Northern
Ohio Institute. Her early business experi
ence was acquired in the accounting de
partments of a lumber company, a savings
and loan institution and a railroad appli
ance company. She joined the staff of Radio
Station WGAR fourteen months after it
went on the air and now renders account
ing services in its financial department as
well as acting as secretary to its treasurer.
Vera Jean Bobsene of Los Angeles, direc
tor and award chairman of ASWA last year,
succeeds to the office of treasurer. She has
also served the Los Angeles chapter well,
having been its president in a previous
year. Majoring in accounting, she gradu
ated with honors from the University of
California. For six years she has been sec
retary-accountant for M. H. Whittier Com
pany, Ltd., oil producers, and is active in
Los Angeles and Hollywood club work.
The directors are: Evelyn E. Forsyth of
Grand Rapids (ex-officio), Adele Edwards
of San Francisco, Edna Brown Felkner of
Indianapolis, L. Suzanne Laird of Detroit,
Claire O’Reilly of Chicago, Vivian G. War
ner of Muskegon, and Virginia K. Wood of
Atlanta. Committee chairmen are noted on
the back cover.
ANNUAL MEETING
September 1948 was a red-letter month
in the history of AWSCPA and ASWA,
marking a new high in attendance at an
annual meeting, coupled with high stand
ards in technical sessions and in opportuni
ties for enjoyment.
Our warmest thanks go to the convention
committee, headed by Helen F. McGillicuddy
and Frances H. Sadauskas, as well as to the
Chicago chapter, for royal entertainment
and for an all-round bang-up job, and our
admiration goes to our retiring presidents,
Heloise Brown of AWSCPA and Evelyn
Forsyth of ASWA, who presided both cap-
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is not her field it is frequently possible to
find a position with one of her employer’s
clients.”
There is constant emphasis on taking a
first job for what can be learned in it, as
indicated by these quotations:
“Strive for the analytical or general
clerkship positions during the first four
years after formal schooling.”
“Public accountants are more interested
in background after schooling.”
“Prepare yourself for as many fields of
work as possible. Always study something.
You don’t know what the future has in
store, but the more you know, the nearer
the top it is likely to be and you are ready
for opportunity when it knocks.”
“When you are young and just starting
in, take what comes along to get the ex
perience. When you have conquered that
job and there is nothing better in line,
move on. After you have experience in
back of you, then look for the work you
want to do, in the place you’d like to be,
at the salary you know you are worth.”
The membership provided at least three
good “punch” lines for this article. The
first is a general recommendation: “Think
like a man (sic) but dress and act like a
lady” and she meant lady, not grande dame
or girl friend. I should like to add another
general recommendation to that, “Don’t
get bitter or abused—and jiggers on office
gossip and politics. You get along faster if
you get along with everybody.”
The second punch line comes from one
who should know: “Let all feminine neo
phytes in business dispense with the idea
that when the right fellow comes along,
to heck with the job. You can be happily
married and have a career—in fact you
can be more happily married when busy.”
And finally the member who took her
first accounting class for fun but has stuck
for nine years and loves it—and whose
career belies her words—writes, “Any
woman who enters a field monopolized by
men is nuts!”

Of the thirty-one who answered, 20 had
finished a college course, but only 6 of them
showed any concentration in accounting
or mathematics in college. Of this six, four
were among the newer entrants to the field,
two of them being the CPA’s mentioned
above. For most of the others the college
relation to accounting is best described by
the member who wrote, “Accounting was a
stuffer subject.” College majors were in
the liberal arts subjects, music, languages,
political science, English, and religion. The
college degree was sometimes followed by a
business course leading to a secretarial job
from which the start was made on the ac
counting ladder. Thereafter, night school
courses, graduate courses, and CPA prep
aration courses pile up thick and fast. But
again no trend is evident. Everyone ad
mits to some specialized study, in most
cases advanced study. Most of those who
have worked twenty years or more have
stopped formal classes, although one mem
ber in this group is still at it.
Her story of discouragements should be
given in detail. She is one of those who
were dissuaded from studying for the pub
lic accounting field because she was a
woman, and married, and thus faced the
good old arguments that clients would not
accept her work, and that the wives of
other staff members would not like her
association with their husbands. And then,
she writes, “I will always be grateful for
the ‘black-outs’. I was commuting between
Oakland and San Francisco before the war.
The automobile distributor by whom I was
employed was forced to ‘ice-box’ the new
cars, so before I found myself smothered in
shop repair order computations and per
haps the counting of millions of cotter pins,
etc., I flew back to San Francisco to find a
position awaiting me in the public account
ing field at last!”
The recommendations of this group to
others on how to get started and how to
advance are one of the most valuable parts
of this study. College work in accounting
and further study are always mentioned.
One of the recent graduates writes “Take
and pass the CPA examination right away.
Don’t wait until you have time to think
whether you will like public accounting or
not.” For those who are interested in
public accounting one member, who is well
qualified to advise, suggests entering the
small public firm where often a combina
tion job “receptionist, secretary and ac
countant offers excellent training and op
portunity for advancement as the practice
grows. ... If she finds public accounting

ANNUAL MEETING (Cont. from p. 4)
bowl which is our trophy. Certificates for
second and third place were presented to
Detroit and Atlanta, respectively.
The final functions were a combination
breakfast and lunch at The Edgewater
Beach Hotel on Sunday morning and meet
ings of the new boards of directors.
197 attended the banquet and there were
169 full registrations, including 45 CPA’s.
Most of latter stayed on for the American
Institute meeting and were well rewarded.
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